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The following standards are hereby adopted as Design Guidelines pursuant to Section 5.3 of the 

Declaration and shall be utilized by the Reviewer in considering proposed Improvements (as 

such terms are defined in the Declaration), subject to the discretion of the Reviewer to approve 

or disapprove Improvements as provided in the Declaration. 

 

1. Architectural Styles 

 

Homes shall be constructed using one of the following styles of architecture: Colonial, 

Charleston, Italianate, Victorian, Craftsman or Vernacular. These styles are described in 

the “Residential Architectural Design Guidelines” included at the conclusion of this 

document.  

 

2. Required Elements 

 

The front façade must have at least one façade articulation (defined as a break from the 

primary plane of the structure), consisting of porches, dormers, entry elements, bays, 

horizontal offsets and/or roofline height variation of at least one story. All porches must 

have railings.  

 

Side elevations that face a street must have (a) at least one façade articulation as defined 

above, (b) enhanced window trim and (c) enhanced landscaping. 

 

All corners on all side and rear elevations of a house must have white corner boards 

unless the wall is constructed of brick, stone or stucco. 

 

3. Materials 

 

Doors shall be constructed of painted or stained wood, hardboard, fiberglass, or metal. 

Sliding glass doors are permitted only on rear or interior side-yard elevations. 

 

Storm doors must be made of aluminum and of the full-view design; wood, aluminum or 

similar panels on the lower part of the door are not acceptable.  The color must match the 

color of the front door.  The hardware on the storm door must match the color of the front 

door hardware (knob, lock, etc.). 

 



Windows shall be constructed of wood, metal- or vinyl-clad wood, or vinyl. Mill finished 

aluminum is not permitted. 

 

Exterior walls shall be constructed of brick, stone, stucco, painted smooth (non-textured) 

hardboard, smooth-face fiber-reinforced cement board, manufactured wood “smart 

siding”, stained cedar shingles or simulated painted shingles, or painted smooth wood. 

Wall material changes must occur (a) along a horizontal line, typically at a floor line or 

gable end, or (b) along vertical line articulations. 

 

Roofs may be constructed of random tab architectural asphalt or wood shingle or 

standing seam metal. 

 

Shutters may be constructed of wood, plastic or fiberglass. 

 

Gutters and downspouts may be constructed of aluminum, vinyl or plastic. 

 

4. Color Palette 

 

Exterior wall siding colors and trim colors must be consistent with other homes within 

the Settlers Ridge community and be appropriate for the Architectural Style of the home. 

The primary exterior wall siding color must be different from the homes located on either 

side and across the street and, for corner lots, behind the home. 

 

5. Decks 

 

Decks shall be permitted on single-family detached and duplex dwellings only. Decks 

may not be constructed closer than 12 feet from any adjoining lot and 5 feet from any 

adjoining common area.  No deck shall extend beyond the side of the home or be larger 

than 300 square feet. 

 

Wood decks with an exposed area below the deck greater than 2 feet in height shall be 

screened with lattice or other decorative screening unless the deck is a second-story deck 

and the wall below the deck is finished.  

 

Decks must be waterproofed, sealed or stained a natural wood color or other colors 

consistent with the home. Decking made from composite materials is allowable, but the 

color must be consistent with the home. 

 

Screens and shade devices must appear as an integral part of the building elevation and 

must be made of materials that complement the home. 



 

6. Fencing 

 

In order to maintain a consistent appearance within the community, the following 

requirements will apply to fencing: 

 

Fences are to be constructed of white vinyl / PVC material. 

 

Front and side yard fences for all lots shall be one of the types shown in the following 

photographs and shall be 36” or 48” high. Fencing of the style in the middle image shall 

be 36” high at the lowest point with 48” posts.   

    
 

Rear-yard privacy fencing for all lot types except for open-space adjacency lots 

(discussed below) shall be one of the types shown in the photos below and shall be 72” 

high. 

 
 

“Open-space adjacency lots” have rear yards adjacent to natural space (ponds, prairie 

buffers or other natural areas) facing the rear of another home located on the opposite 

side of the natural space; both such lots are open-space adjacency lots. Rear-yard fencing 

for these lots shall be 48” high and shall be the following style: 



 
 

Non-corner lots:  The location of fences shall be as indicated on the following page for 

typical alley-load lots (Figure 1) and typical street-load lots (Figure 3).  As shown in 

these illustrations, the portion of the yard considered to be “rear” (requiring a 72” fence) 

encompasses all areas behind the line that is even with the primary rear elevation of the 

home; the “side” portion of the yard (36” or 48” fence) is the area forward of the primary 

rear elevation of the home. 

 

Corner lots:  The location of fences for corner lots shall be as specified on the following 

page for specified corner lots (Figure 2). 

  



 
  



 

7. Mailboxes 

 

Mailboxes shall be consistent in appearance within the community using the following 

styles or the equivalent: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



8. Play Structures 

 

Play structures are permitted on single-family detached and duplex lots only.  All play 

structures shall be constructed of wood or composite material with a wood appearance 

and must be finished in a natural wood stain.  Play structures shall be positioned in rear 

yards only at least 6 feet inside property lines in all directions. Landscaping or fencing 

must screen play structures on all corner lots from street view. 

 

9. Pool and Spas 

 

Pools and spas are permitted on single-family detached and duplex lots only.  No above-

ground pools shall be permitted. In-ground pool and smaller, prefabricated spas or hot 

tubs may be installed above ground on decks or patios. Above-ground spas or hot tubs 

shall be decked or skirted and screened with landscaping to hide all plumbing and 

equipment. 

 

All pools and spas must be enclosed within a fence constructed in compliance with 

Section 6 of these standards. 

 

Privacy screens for pools or spas shall be set back a minimum of 20 feet from rear 

property lines and shall not exceed 30 feet in width parallel to the rear property line. 

Maximum privacy screen height shall not exceed 6 feet. Screening material shall be 

masonry compatible with the residence, wood fence with finished side out or other 

similar materials compatible with the residence. 

 

In-ground swimming pool appurtenances shall not be over 6 feet in height. Accessories 

and equipment shall not be visible from public view.  Pool walls shall not encroach on 

utility easements.  Pools cannot be drained onto open space, common areas or any other 

owner’s property. 

 

10. Other Miscellaneous Items 

 

Storage sheds are not permitted.  

 

Dog pens, dog runs and dog houses are not permitted. 

 

Window air-conditioning units and window fans are not permitted in any windows that 

are visible from streets. 

 



In accordance with 765 ILCS 165 (the Homeowners’ Energy Policy Act), “solar energy 

systems” may be installed on the roof of a home. Approval shall be required for the 

specific location on the roof where a solar energy system is to be installed with an 

orientation within 45 degrees east or west of due south, provided that the determination 

does not impair the effective operation of the solar energy system. 

 

11. Lighting 

 

In order to maintain night-sky views, exterior lighting may not shine above the horizontal 

plane except for decorative porch lighting. Exterior decorative flood lights are not 

permitted. Alley-loaded garages must have a photo-cell light and timer. 

 

12. Repetition 

 

In areas with Conventional Neighborhood lots, the same front elevation may not recur 

within three adjacent lots and cannot be located directly across the street. In areas with 

Traditional Neighborhood lots, because of the variety of lot sizes and types, no repetition 

guidelines will apply.  

  



 

[ATTACH PAGES 3-27 OF ORIGINAL RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 

GUIDELINES] 

 






















































